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W hether on television, in schoolbooks 
or making world news, Americans 

are paying a lot more attention to China.
Oswego, too, has been enhancing its  

programs as the world’s largest country  
becomes a larger influence.

“Certainly, China is a rising economic 
power and there will be more opportuni-
ties for American businesses and workers to 
take advantage of,” School of Business Dean 
Richard Skolnik said.

Professor June Dong leads a group of 
about 10 students on a three-week program 
at Zhejiang Gongshang University near 
Shanghai. Students take morning classes 
and then spend the afternoon speaking — in 
English — with students there.

In addition to active partnerships with 
Zhejiang Gongshang, Shanghai Normal and 
Wuhan universities in China, the School  
of Business has hosted three scholars in  
residence from China.

Oswego’s campus also hosts its share of 
Chinese exchange students. 

Of the 150 international students on 
campus, 67 are from China. Compare that to 

Fall 1998, when only one exchange student 
came from China.

Chinese influence has been steadily grow-
ing in recent years, in more ways than just the 
impression the Asian nation left on Olympic 
games viewers stateside. For instance, at least 
seven high schools in Central New York offer 
Mandarin — the most common Chinese 
dialect — as a foreign language.

Oswego’s modern languages depart-
ment has offered Chinese courses since 1997 
and began offering intermediate courses  
in 2002. A multi-department pitch for a 
Chinese cultural studies minor is in the 
works, modern languages Professor and 
Chair John Lalande ’71 said.

Such a program would extend the  
opportunity to learn more about Chinese 
culture to liberal arts students less interested 
in learning the language exclusively. A two-
year grant from the U.S. Education Depart-
ment could get the program going by fall  
if the application is approved.

“We’ve always believed Chinese lan-
guage and culture was important,” Lalande 
said. “Now it seems the rest of the world is 
starting to realize that, too.”

Josh McKeown, director of international  
education and programs, echoed that  
sentiment. “Now is an extraordinary time for 
our students to learn about China, and for  
Chinese students and faculty to learn about 
us,” he said.  l

— Shane M. Liebler

Chinese language, culture offerings growing at college

Green is gold
The reusable grocery bag that 

was a favor for Reunion 
2008 is more than just green: 
It’s gold, too. The bag, with logo  
design by Jennifer Broderick of 
the alumni and development 
communications team, won 
a Gold Award in the “Design 

and Print (Specialty Items)” category of the Acco lades com-
petition, sponsored by the Council for Advancement and  
Support of Education’s District II. The district represents  
colleges along the East Coast of North America from Canada 
to Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands. 

“We particularly like the slogan ‘Our Color, Our Future,’”  
said judges of the bag entry. “Everyone is going green these 
days, and it was a really cool and fun way to see them doing 
this, and promoting that to the students.” 

Also winning gold honors, in the “Targeted Mail/Email” 
category, was the flash e-mail, “Hot! Hot! Hot!” which  
promoted 2008’s Reunion to alumni. l

SEFa meets charitable goal
From left, Shelly VanSlyke Sloan ’00 of the Lifestyles Center talks 
with Madeline Phillips ’09 and Christina Estes ’09 at the annual 
Baskets of Caring event that raised $3,120 toward the college’s State 
Employees Federated Appeal campaign. This year SEFA surpassed  
its $30,000 goal. The money is distributed to hundreds of charitable 
organizations, including the United Way.
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Senior attends historic Obama inauguration

April 29 School of Business Alumni Networking 
Reception in NYC.

April 30 School of Communication, Media and the Arts 
Alumni Networking Reception in NYC

May 15 Commencement Eve Dinner and Torchlight 
Ceremony*

May 16 Commencement
June 4-7 Reunion 2009*
June 6 Annual Business Meeting, Oswego Alumni 

Association Inc.*
June 16 Discussion and book signing with Chilean 

Ambassador to the U.N. Heraldo Muñoz ’72 in NYC
July 23-26 The City of Oswego’s fantastic Harborfest! 

On-campus housing available to alumni, friends 
and family.*

August 3 Emeriti Luncheon**
October Dr. Lewis B. O’Donnell Media Summit**
October TBA Board of Directors Meeting, Oswego 

Alumni Association, Inc.*
October TBA Athletic Hall of Fame Induction*
December 18 Commencement Eve Dessert Reception*
December 19 December Graduation

* Office of Alumni and Parent Relations, 315-312-2258
** Office of University Development, 315-312-5558

Events

Name:  Abby Jenkins ’09
Age:  20
Hometown:  Canastota, New York
School:  College of Liberal Arts and Sciences
Major:  Political Science

What was the most significant idea or moment 
in President Obama’s speech? 

Whatever the reason people attended, 
President Obama was able to reach each and 

every one of them in his speech. He touched 
on the various topics that brought all these 

people together for one amazing event . . . 
Few people at the inauguration can say 
they walked away without once nodding 

their head in agreement, having a tear 
well in their eye or finding them-
selves with a broad smile across 
their face.

What other places did you visit while in D.C.? 
Through the Washington Center program, I 

was able to visit the C-SPAN studio, the Newseum, 
the Washington Monument, the Capitol, the Lincoln 
Memorial, World War II Memorial, Roosevelt 
Memorial, the National Archives and many other 
places.

What’s next for you after graduation this May? 
I’m currently on the job search. I plan on taking 

a few years off to work in the field before I head to 
graduate school for my PhD.

What will you miss the most about Oswego? 
I really have grown accustomed to the lake and 

sunsets. Those two things have been a source of 
comfort for me the past four years during my more 
stressful college career moments.  ●
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Dozens of Oswego alumni joined President Deborah F. Stanley and host Jack James ’62 
for “Capital Ideas: A Panel Discussion on the 2008 Presidential Election” Oct. 29 at The 
Army and Navy Club in Washington, D. C. Posing for a photo with “the candidates” are, 
front row from left, Professor of Political Science Bruce Altschuler, who moderated the 
panel; President Stanley and Jack James ’62; and back row from left, Tim Farnsworth 
’09, a political science and global studies major; Dan Hilton ’99, senior legislative 
assistant for Congressman Randy Neugebauer (R/Texas); Trudy Perkins ’93, commu-
nications director for Congressman Elijah Cummings (D/MD); and Marc Heller ’90, the 
Washington correspondent for the Watertown Daily Times.
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Volleyball

Fourth-year head coach Pat Hanlon ’03 
and her women’s volleyball team experi-

enced plenty of growing pains in 2008. Sport-
ing only three seniors on a 13-player roster 
that included seven freshmen and a pair of 
sophomores, the Lakers finished 13-20 over-
all and missed the SUNY Athletic Conference  
playoffs for the second straight year.

Co-captains Amanda Cipriano ’09 and 
Beth Widzinski ’09 both concluded stel-
lar four-year careers wearing the green and 
gold. Cipriano finished her career as the 
school’s record holder for digs with 1,628. 
For the season, she compiled 426 digs to go 
with 202 kills, 10 blocks and a team-high 60  
service aces. Widzinski, the team’s libero or 
defensive specialist, led the squad with 468 
digs and was second in aces with 53.

Among the new talent, Jessica Isgro ’12 
was the top offensive player for the Lakers 
with 227 kills, averaging 2.39 per game. She 
also served for 52 aces and registered 245 digs. 
Classmate Katie Van Kessel ’12 dished out 
679 assists (7.19 per game), handled 213 digs, 
and tallied 23 blocks (seven solo), while rookie 
Margaret Thorpe ’12 added 153 kills and a 
team-leading 28 blocks (10 solo).

Field Hockey

The 4-12 record of the 2008 Lakers’ field 
hockey team is best put in perspective 

by last season. A year ago, the squad finished 
2-14, with eight of the losses coming by shut-
out. The team scored only 14 goals.  

This year, under new field hockey and 
women’s lacrosse coach Brandi Ostrander 

Midfielder Sara Budde ’11, above, received 
second team All-SUNYAC accolades, and 
finished the year with two goals and three 
assists.

SPORTS SPORTS 

From left, Thresa Myers ’12 (14), Jessica Isgro ’12 (3) and amanda Cipriano ’09 (6) were 
part of a volleyball team that went 13-20 in 2008.
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Kelly Collins ’12, below, garnered “Rookie of 
the Year” and first-team SUNYAC conference 
honors.
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and former Laker standout-turned-assistant 
coach Kaitlin Daniels ’07, Oswego tallied 30 
goals and was competitive in just about every 
game during the season.

A key part of the offensive resurgence 
was Kelly Collins ’12, who led the squad 
with nine goals and nine assists for 27 points.  
In SUNY Athletic Conference play, she fin-
ished with seven goals and three assists in six 
contests en route to garnering “Rookie of 
the Year” and first-team conference honors.  
Midfielder Sara Budde ’11 received second 
team All-SUNYAC accolades, finishing the 
year with two goals and three assists while 

serving as the last line of defense outside of 
the goalkeeper with nine defensive saves. 
Jamie Scharfe ’11 played her first full season 
as goalkeeper after playing 2007 in the field 
and made a team-leading 154 saves.

Golf

Head coach Mike Howard ’90 and his 
golf team saw significant success on 

the links during the fall portion of the 2008-
09 schedule. In six invitational meets during 
the month of September and early October, 
the Lakers finished among the top five in 

four events, including a second-place finish 
in their own Oswego State Fall Invitational 
Sept. 15 at the Oswego Country Club.

Robert Fantone ’09 and David Joseph 
’09 were the team’s top individuals for the fall 
campaign. Joseph averaged 79.3 strokes per 
18 rounds, with his best finish coming at the 
Eastern College Athletic Conference Upstate/
Metro Championships in Macedon finish-
ing in a tie for sixth place. Fantone registered 
an 80.8 stroke average for six events, garner-
ing runner-up honors at the Oswego State  
invitational and posting third-place finishes at  
Elmira College and the ECAC Champion-
ships.

Men’s Soccer

There was no place like home for 
head coach Bob Friske and his men’s  

soccer team, who posted a 7-1 record on their 
home turf en route to finishing the year with 
an 8-9-1 mark and a berth to the SUNYAC 
playoffs for the third time in four years.

After opening the year with a 3-5 record, 
the Lakers found a spark in the first two week-
ends of October and posted four consecutive 
home victories, defeating SUNY Potsdam  
(4-0), Plattsburgh State (2-1), defending 
conference champion Fredonia State (2-0) 
and regionally-ranked Buffalo State (3-0).

Oswego played to a 1-1 tie in the play-in 
game of the conference championships, but 
was eliminated after dropping a heartbreak-
ing 3-2 decision on penalty kicks.

Felipe Cavalcanti ’11 finished as the 
team’s top goal scorer for the second straight 
year, tallying eight goals. Seven of those goals 
came in conference play, earning him third 
team All-SUNYAC accolades along with 
teammate Mike Roorda ’09. Roorda, who  
registered a goal and an assist in 17 of 18 games, 
contributed to a Laker defensive unit that held 
opponents to 1.60 goals per game in confer-
ence play and 1.31 goals for the season.

Matt Wopperer ’11, who took over full-
time goalkeeping duties in the seventh game  
of the year, finished with a 6-5-1 mark and 
three shutouts, registering a 1.13 goals against 
average and an .823 save percentage on  
65 saves.

Basketball coach posts 200th win
OsWegO sTATe Men’s BAsKeTBALL COACH KEVIN BroDErICK M ’92 HAs 
seen his share of milestone moments during his 13 seasons at Laker Hall. During  
the first 14 games of the 2008-09 season, he witnessed two of his players —  
co-captains Kyle reuter ’09 and Tommy Downing ’09 — surpass the 1,000-point 
career scoring mark.

Broderick achieved a milestone of his own Jan. 13, earning his 200th career 
coaching victory when the Lakers posted a 91-83 home win over sUnY plattsburgh.  
Broderick, already the winningest coach in the program’s history, has amassed a 
209-150 career mark. 

This season, the Lakers went 16-11 including the eCAC tournament. 
Only two others registered 150 wins or more in the 84-year history of men’s 

basketball at Oswego: the program’s first-ever coach Max Ziel (168-242 over  
27 seasons beginning in 1921) and John glinski (153-81 over 11 seasons beginning 
in 1958).

Broderick’s 13 seasons is also the second-longest coaching tenure behind Ziel, 
for whom the gymnasium at Laker Hall is named. l

— Mark Coley

Oswego State men’s basketball coach Kevin Broderick M ’92, center, earned his 200th 
career coaching victory in January. he is pictured at center, with his team, sons and nephew.
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Women’s Soccer

Youth was the key word this season for 
coach Brian McGrane and his women’s 

soccer team, which also felt the growing pains 
this season after finishing with a 5-9-1 over-
all mark and a 1-8-1 SUNYAC record. Ten 
freshmen and eight sophomores were on the 
26-player roster.

The Lakers went 5-3-1 in their first nine 
games, outscoring their opponents by a 
29-14 margin, before a tough mix of confer-
ence and non-conference opponents down 
the stretch got the best of them, dropping  
the final nine games of the season, six coming 
by a one-goal margin.

Tricia Sullivan ’10 was the top offensive 
threat for the Lakers for the second straight 
year, tallying seven goals and two assists for 
16 points on her way to earning third team 
All-SUNYAC honors. Five of her goals came 
as part of a three-game win streak in the final 
week of September, which included a three-
goal hat trick in a 6-1 win at SUNY Institute 
of Technology. Classmate Brooke Sherman 
’10 collected All-SUNYAC accolades for the 
second time.

Tennis

T he Lakers women’s tennis team had 
experience on their side with four  

seniors and two juniors, but the sheer lack 
of numbers did not play to their advantage 
as a roster of seven diminished to six, mean-
ing everyone played both singles and dou-
bles. The squad, under interim head coach 
Erin Skaradek, finished with a 2-8 record, 
losing a pair of SUNYAC matches by only 
a match.

Tiarra Garrow ’10, a transfer from 
Plattsburgh State, was the top player in  
singles play, finishing with an 8-1 mark at 
first singles, reaching the championship 
match of the SUNYAC Championship tour-
nament and garnering All-SUNYAC second 
team honors for the second straight season. 
Sarahjean Marhone ’09 finished 7-2 in  
singles play.

Cross Country

Andrew Hunsinger, an assistant with  
the Lakers cross country and track 

and field program in 2007-08, took over as 

interim head coach for both teams this sea-
son. Along with new assistant coach Phillip 
Goodwin, he inherited a relatively young 
squad that showed promise for the future.

Four seniors led the 12-runner  
women’s squad, who produced top-10 fin-
ishes in eight invitational meets, including 
runner-up efforts at Houghton College and 
Nazareth College and a sixth-place effort at 
the SUNYAC Championships. In meets at 
Houghton and Nazareth, Oswego had its 
top five runners finish in the top 20, with  
career best performances posted by the  
senior quartet of Rose Foran ’09, Renee  
Coe ’09, Kristen Roosa ’09 and Caitlin  
Wlodarski ’09 at the Houghton meet, post-
ing times among the top 15 in school history 
for a 5,000-meter race.

The men’s team featured seven fresh-
men on its 12-runner unit, which delivered 
a top-10 performance in six meets, including 
a third-place showing in the season opening 
meet at Oneonta State and a fourth-place 
showing at Nazareth.  l

— Mark Coley
Sports Information Director

Men’s cross country runners Cody 
Netzband ’10, Kevin Kribs ’09 (behind 
Netzband’s left shoulder), Fabio ritmo ’12 
and Jason Comstock ’12 take part in a 
cross country meet.
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