Emergency Refugee Shelter at Fort Ontario:

Jewish Haven at Oswego, NY

"The refugee is like a plant without soil or water."
-Moses Ibn Ezra, Shirat Yisreal

In August of 1944, close to one thousand refugees from war torn Europe were placed in an internment
camp at Fort Ontario to await the outcome of the Second World War. The majority of these refugees were
Jewish and had recently been liberated from the persecutions of Naziism in central Europe. Their stay in
Oswego was to become an emotional event for the community of Oswego and a political conundrum for
the nation. It was not until January of 1946 that the gates of the War Refugee Center were opened and the
refugees allowed to become truly free.

In an effort to better understand the plight of the refugees and the mindset of this tragic era, Penfield
Library has compiled this study guide and bibliography to assist those interested in the subject. Readers
should be aware that a new organization, Safe Haven, Inc., is dedicated to preserving the story about
Oswego's involvement and the refugee's experience. Safe Haven sTiew museum is open and houses
valuable resources and artifacts. Check its web pages http://www.oswegohaven.org for an update on Safe
Haven's work and access to some historical material online.
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The Oswego County Historical Society has five scrapbooks of newspaper clippings from
local and national newspapers, including the Refugee Camp Newsletter, Ontario
Chronicle, published during the time of their internment.

Oral History Audiotapes in Penfield's Special Collections
Most of these taped interviews with and about Fort Ontario Refugees were done in

connection with the refugees' 40th reunion in NYC in 1984. Some have transcripts and
some are available as part of Special Collections - Digitized Collections.

Transcript Title/Interviewees Date, if Known
Folder
and Cassette
Number
OH269 "Refugees"/four interviewees 1985?
OH270 Gruber, Bass, Hartmeyer and Greenburg,
opening remarks, recognitions, etc. at reunion 19847
OH271 "Oswego Reunion"/Bass, Gruber, Kramer &
Others Aug. 1984

OH272 Oswego citizens recall center/Simmons,

Saunders, Laskie 198?
OH273 Director of Refugee Center/Joseph H. Smart 1984
OH274 Oswego teachers recall/Salisbury, Perry Nov. 19, 1983
OH275 Refugee: Life before and at Oswego/Walter

Greenburg Jan. 26, 1984
OH276 Immigration issues & "Token

shipment"/Author D. Wyman Sept. 23, 1986
OH277 Segment of 40th Reunion Program Aug. 1984
OH278 Oswego educators and scout leader recall

refugees/Faust, Clark and Dean Aug. 4 1984

OH279 Oswego citizens recall/Rossiter and

Saunders 1987
OH280 Recollections of Refugees/Steffi Steinberg Jan. 26, 1984
OH281 U.S. Policies & refugees/Michael Dobkowski Nov. 2, 1983
OH282 Policies & refugees/Author D. Wyman Apr. 30, 1986
OH283 Author/historian Sharon Lowenstein July 10, 1990



OH284 Narrated story of the Camp, including
refugee interviews 198?

Photographs
Some locally held photographs are available at the Oswego Public Library, the Oswego
County Historical Society, and the web pages of Safe Haven, Inc..

Videorecordings
<X X1 (Television station, Rochester, NY). Safe Haven. Produced by C.
Zimmerman; host Robert Clay. 55 min. PBS Video, 1987. Media D810 J4 S128
1987 - Interviews
with some of the 982 Holocaust survivors interned at Oswego's Fort Ontario 1944-46.
<=Hanowski, Chris et al. Safe Haven 1944-1945. Oswego, N.Y.. Safe Haven, Inc.;
Learning Resources Center, SUNY Oswego, 1985. Spec. Coll. D810 J4 S129 1995 -
Interviews with Oswego residents reminiscing about arrival of Jewish refugees to their
city.

-Be0dy, Vince. Safe Haven: 50th Reunion [Oswego, N.Y.] Safe Haven, Inc, 1994.
Special Collections D810 J4 S132 1994. - 16 videocassettes. - Interviews with
surviving refugees and local residents, panel discussion, and some other reunion
activities.

Technical quality poor on some tapes.

New York Times Articles re:
Refugees held at Fort Ontario, Oswego
The New York Times Index from 1944-1946 lists numerous articles on the Jewish

Refugees at Fort Ontario under the subject heading "Minorities, Refugees, and Oppressed
Groups."
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